RUSKIN   (AND  OTHERS)
destroy and rebuild the Houses of Parliament, the National
Gallery, and the East end of London; and to destroy, without
rebuilding, the new town of Edinburgh, the north suburb
of Geneva, and the city of New York. Thus in many things
I am the reverse of Conservative; nay, there are some long-
established things which I hope to see changed before I die;
but I want still to keep the fields of England green, and her
cheeks red; and that girls should be taught to curtsey, and
boys to take their hats off, when a Professor or otherwise
dignified person passes by; and that Kings should keep their
crowns on their heads, and Bishops their croziers in their
hands; and should duly recognize the significance of the
crown, and the use of the crook,
As you would find it thus impossible to class me justly in
either party, so you would find it impossible to class any
person whatever, who has clear and developed political
opinions, and who could define them accurately.1
Yet it was natural that Byron's defenders should so largely
have spoken from the party platform. For, till Byron's day,
there had been a conspiracy among great English writers to
ensure that the Whig dogs did not have the best of it. The
Whigs had been satirized by Dryden; they had been denounced
by Johnson ('Dear Bathurst5, said Johnson, 'was a man to
my very heart's content: he hated a fool, and he hated a rogue,
and he hated a Whig: he was a very good hater'). The circle
of Pope was hostile. Swift and Burke, beginning as Whigs,
lived to carry havoc into the camp of their friends. Addison's
wish to be fair led him to spend all his powers on Sir Roger,
so that the greatest Whig writer of the Eighteenth Century is
remembered for having drawn the most noble picture of
the Tory country gentleman. This is as it should be: for the
Whigs prided themselves on being more broad-minded than
their adversaries: Tories own no argument but force', whilst
'Whigs allow no force but argument'. But from the party point
of view it was bad business. The French Revolution seemed
for the moment to redress matters; but very soon Coleridge,
Southey, and Wordsworth were being reviled as 'renegades'.
Byron was the first to stand firm. Apostasy, he says, is fashion-
1 xxvii, p. 14.
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